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IELTS Writing Task 1: Body examples 
 

  
The three pie charts below show the changes in annual spending by local authorities in 
Someland in 1980, 1990 and 2000. 
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 
comparisons where relevant. 
 
In all three years, the greatest expenditure was on education. But while K-12 education 
saw a fall from 25% in 1980 to only 18% of spending in 2000, higher education remained 
the largest proportion, reaching 45% of total spending in 1990 and ending at 40% in 2000. 
 
Expenditure on health and human resources had increased to 20% by 1990 before 
decreasing to only 10% by the end of the period. In contrast, the share of transportation 
saw an opposite trend. This cost decreased to only 6% of total expenditure in 1990 but 
rose dramatically in 2000 when it represented 22% of the total budget. Similarly, the cost 
of environmental services saw a rising trend, growing from only 4% to 9% by 2000. 
 

   
The diagrams show a structure that is used to generate electricity from wave power. 
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 
comparisons where relevant. 
 
The process involves a structure which is mounted on the side of a cliff or sea wall. This 
structure consists of a large chamber. One end is open to the sea, and the other leads into 
a vertical column, which is open to the atmosphere. A turbine is installed inside this 
column and this is used to generate the electricity in two phases.  
 
The first diagram indicates that when a wave approaches the device, water is forced into 
the chamber, applying pressure on the air within the column. This air escapes to 
atmosphere through the turbine, thereby producing electricity. 
 
The second diagram illustrates the next part of the process when wave retreats. As the 
water level falls, the air from outside the column is sucked back in through the turbine. 
As a result, electricity continues to be generated. The turbine rotates only in one 
direction, regardless of the direction of the air flow. 
 

  
The graph below shows the population change between 1940 and 2000 in three different 
counties in the U.S. state of Oregon. 
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 
comparisons where relevant. 

 
By 1970, Columbia’s population had risen to just under 36,000. Although this appears on 
the graph to be a gentle increase, it is in fact an increase of approximately 50%. Yamhill’s 
population also rose by nearly 50% between 1940 and 1970: from 30,000 to just under 
45,000. However, the greatest real increase was in Washington, where the population in 
1970 had increased by approximately 75,000, to 125,000. 
 
The years 1970 to 2000 saw the populations of Columbia and Yamhill increase by 
approximately the same amounts that they had increased by the thirty years before. In 
2000, Columbia’s population – at approximately 76,000 – was triple what it had been in 
1940. Likewise, Yamhill’s population, at around 90,000, was almost triple what it was in 
1940. 
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The diagrams below give information on transport and car use in Edmonton. 
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 
comparisons where relevant 

 
Looking at the pie chart first, it is clear that the car is the most popular means of 
transport in this city. 45% of the people say that they prefer to commute by car. The 
second most popular form of transport is the LRT, while busses and taxis are the main 
means of transport for the rest of the people. 
 
The table gives more detailed information about why people use their cars. Surprisingly, 
55% of the people need to commute to work by car. Cars are also used a lot for taking 
children to school or business purposes. Only 15% of drivers are doing their shopping and, 
similarly, 15% need to travel by car for leisure. 
 

 
 

 
The chart below shows the percentage change in the share of international students 
among university graduates in different Canadian provinces between 2001 and 2006.  
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 
comparisons where relevant 

 
In 2001, this share had a relatively narrow range, from 3% in Ontario to 7.0% in New 
Brunswick. Nova Scotia had the second highest proportion at 6.5%. Five years later, the 
figures for most provinces had risen, with the exception of Alberta. There, the figures fell 
by 1% to just over 4%. 
 
By 2006, some parts of Canada experienced a considerable increase in their share of 
international graduates. Growth in this share was especially strong in the case of New 
Brunswick, where the figures rose from 7% to 12%. The largest growth occurred in British 
Columbia, where it more than doubled to 11%. 
 

  
The table below presents the number of children ever born to women aged 40-44 years 
in Australia for each year the information was collected since 1981. 
 
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 
comparisons where relevant. 
 
In 1981, women aged 40-44 years were only marginally more likely to have had two 
children than three children (29% vs 27.4%) or four or more children (27.6%). Similarly, by 
1986, women of this age were considerably more likely to have given birth to two children 
than three children (35.6% vs 27%) or four or more children (18.9%).  
 
In 1996 and 2006, the proportions of women aged 40-44 years who had given birth to two 
children were almost identical, though the proportions who had given birth to three 
children or to four or more children had decreased. In these more recent periods, women 
were more likely to have had two children than three or more children - a trend that was 
most marked in the most recent period (38.2% vs 24.6% in 1996; 38.3% vs 21.5% in 2006).  
 
While two-child families now predominate, the number of women who had given birth to 
only one child increased progressively from 7.6% in 1981 to 13.2% in 2006. 
 
In 1981, similar proportions of women aged in their early forties were childless or had 
given birth to only one child (8.5% and 7.6% respectively). By 2006, 15.9% of women were 
childless and 13.2% had given birth to only one child. 


